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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, nnay a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 
A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 8/30/06 
has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Johnson (WO 01/06771) in view of Shintani et al. (US Pat No 6,137,546). 

In regard to claims 1-2, 9, 12 and 17-18, the Johnson reference discloses 
selecting a first input of a plurality of inputs (Page 2, Lines 25-28), tuning to a plurality of 
channels, recording the receivable channels in a channel map and not performing a full 
auto-program (Page 5, Lines 29-31; Page 6, Lines 1-21). The Johnson reference 
discloses that the system may only accept signals with particular characteristic (e.g. 
modulation scheme) (Page 6, Lines 13-19); however, the reference is silent with respect 
to scanning a first modulation scheme on a first input. The Shintani et al. reference 
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provides evidence that it is known to scan a first modulation scheme on a first input so 
as to reduce the auto program time (Figure 5, Col 4, Lines 20-30). Accordingly, a 
modification to the Johnson reference so as to implement scanning a first modulation 
scheme on a first input such as that offered by Shintani et al. would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art for the stated advantage. 

In regard to claim 3 and 7-8, the Johnson reference discloses determining if the 
channel map includes an assignment for a first tune channel, identifying a channel 
name associated with the first tuned channel and replacing the assignment with the first 
tuned channel and recording the channel and the channel name in the channel map 
(Page 6. Lines 1-11). 

In regard to claims 4-6, as aforementioned, the combined teaching discloses the 
scanning a signal modulated by the first modulation scheme and identifying channels 
carrying broadcast information. However, the reference is silent with respect to 
comparing the scanned channel with the mapped channels and initiating the tuning, the 
determining and recording when a difference is detected. The examiner takes official 
notice that it is notoriously well known in the art to utilize the particular usage of 
comparing current channel information to mapped information when updating in order 
efficiently maintain current information. Accordingly, the particular usage of comparing 
current channel information to mapped information when updating would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art for the stated advantage. 

In regard to claim 10, Johnson discloses that the channel map is limited to the 
selected input (Page 6, Lines 9-11). 
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In regard to claims 11-12, Johnson discloses determining if a signal quality meets 
a predefined threshold and recording the channels that have met the predefined 
threshold (Page 7. Lines 8-22). 

In regard to claims 13-16, Shintani discloses determining if a channel map exists 
for the selected modulation scheme and tuning in a first or second channel not recorded 
in the map (Col 4, Lines 21-41). Johnson discloses determining if a signal quality meets 
a predefined threshold and initiating the generation of the map the channels that have 
met the predefined threshold (Page 7, Lines 8-22). 

In regard to claim 19, the reference is silent with respect to the analog signal 
being NTSC and the digital signal being QAM. The examiner takes official notice that it 
is notoriously well known in the art to utilize the particular usage with respect to the 
analog signal being NTSC and the digital signal being QAM is well known in the art so 
as to conform to industry standers enabling interoperability. Accordingly, the particular 
usage of the analog signal being NTSC and the digital signal being QAM would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art for the stated advantage. 

In regard to claim 20, Johnson discloses a video processor coupled to the tuner 
and memory (Figure 1). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Manning whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7352. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 9:00 - 5:30. 



Application/Control Number: 10/688,338 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2623 

if attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding Is assigned Is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Infomnatlon for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated Information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

September 30, 2006 




JOHNMIUiB^ 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXWHINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 



